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National study examines tax systems in all SO
states; Wyoming rates comparatively low

Wyoming State
& Lo(al Taxes
family In[oml! for

non·l!ldl!rly taxpayers

Lowest20% Second 20% Fourth 20%
IDtIIIlIf ImIs COlllfBfGRN'HK: 11~\'!IJUr[ O~ IM.mOOMD OC~IJ)~"( f'ClJU

Mlddle20% Next 15% NeKt4% Top 1%

ev PAOLO CI.SHEROS
TI-I~ SHEIlIrtAi'I P!lE~

Taxpayers Association, SOVCl'allC0taxes yicldcd an csn-
ITI;itl:'d total of :$930,839,534 in r!:'lil:'n(ll:' (hiring fil>~~1i.1year
lfJl!:l.
wnue those tunds ~I"B 1:,l.1"gl:'ly rl:'l;lpl".mCliIJI!;! ti.w:,I.II()wing

state agencies to operate at present levels, there is concern
(lInOl1!,; some state and tederal lawmakera that a tmst in
WYQminH'Senergy Industry coukt lead to a sigllificantl.y
reduced influx of rsvsnu ....
As a result. of this and other revenue concerns,legisla-

sal~5 & Exd;~ '<IX Sh"te "f
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tors in CllOYMllC arc curronny oobanng the io-cont
illo:.:rl;'~:;1;' to the stete's fl,J!:'1tax l;I.nu.mg OfJ11;'1-nll:'<l.f:ll"'!:':;_ T'he
change would bring the tax in line with surrounding
states (In(1 {~j.JU1(1yiJ:'lzi up tf.l 1fll ITli11 ion WI' :Wtl.r, accord ini,:
to the WTA.
CUITBntly, about. 60 percent of the gal:lolinB tax collected

in Wyoming goes directly to tile Federal Highway Trust
Fund: wbjch provides funding to states for highway and
transit projects,

Utll\J.,e 1':0lM M.ate8, \~'yomltlg hAl': B favot9.1)le t't!I~U{)tl-
silip with the flmd tll..1.111{sto the Pt'ogl'am's l1ee(l·btlse(l
mettleI':, which hlc.hlde factor,:; w(;h 91':milfl':; of t'UOld,:;
bln(1 nUl1lt)l;!r!;l of li{~l;!ntllOcI (1,-lv!:,]'!;. FC.lrlWI:']'Y do Ilbll'
Wyoming conu'ibmes !O Ihe ltmd. the Siale receives
$1_62 b;:l(~k_
But while a gas tro: hike could well e101':0lloles in tile

stbltl:! t)l'cigl:!T, it. (:ljllici t"!.lrthl:!l- bldtl t{1 till:! Ql.ll""(il:!1"IOl:!in!,l
earried by the lowest level CLlrncrs.
Fot' thell' pEn't, 10(:,a1gt'OUlll':8udl 91': the EqUilUty S!:a.t.e

Policy Center al'€ wOl'l~inf.lto develop policies ti1al; tll""y
beH ..ve cuuld m ..l.... the Mate'l': tHX I'i~Mem fl:1.h'lll"fot' luw-
income families while cOl1tj.lluil1~ N t\m(l infi',15truc-
tUl'll d{lvelopmf'ttt.
ESPC Execmive D.in.'ctor D~n Nell.l said th.d while his

organ.ization SUPllons the gas ta.'{ hike, it is wol'l,lng to
Pl"Ol"llf.ltA;!(I 1"'BQ(I,tl:!JII""1.1I;TI;II"I"'thtl.t. i!;1 t.Jtl.I;II:'(Itl.I""1.llm(l fi>(I(;!l"i;l1
C'.arucd income tax credits ;;md which could offset the
PUll itive d"fedl:\ ot" Clueil a hike 011 lowel- incoille dt.i~Bm\..
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I3HF.RTDAN - A!;1state l(;!gl~li;ltl.lr!;1 (1J:'Q(I,t.eCtitl.ngel;l tf.l
Wyoming's tax base - including 3. in-cent increase to the
rue! rax - a new repm-t claim!; the titaf.B'1:\ Bxil;lfing tax l:Iye;-
tem takes a muon larger share trom members or tile mid-
dl ..- and low-income strata th a n it does rrom t.he wBfllthy.
The fomrh edition of "Wbo Pays'? A Distributional

Atlll.ly8i.1':of the T-.) ..'!. 8yl':t...ml'; In All50 ~Hatel':," wa.~
reieasecllast weei{ by the Wasl\ington-bm;ed lnstimte on
TAxAtion and &onomic Policy
Whl;':n I:!xtl.rnin int:: tl.11{If tilt': !;1t.tl.tetl.l1d lc)(~1!.1In(~(.JI"nl;!,

properly, ~al.cs and excise laxel': paid by Wyomi.ll.gi.l('s,
till:' l;I.vl:'l-agl:' f,lvl:'l"all 0l"I:'I:1:iVf:' tl;lx;:ltii,l11 1-l;It!;'!;by in(~j.JI"nl:'
group wcro ImUlelto ho 8.!:lpcrcont 1bt.' the bottom ~Opcr-
(~/:!nt.of /:!<l.rn~rlO, 5.9 [l1:!',~l:'nt tt.lI"" n'l:! rnid(il~ Z(I Jll:ll""l;l:!nt
;mel Hi percent for the top 1pm.'(;cnt
Nationally, tho~e figlll"'t!l'i 91"'101l.11)el'Cetlt tI:1.-';£I.t.ionfOJ"'

ti1e bottom 20 pel'(~""nt,9,4 percent tor tt1e middle 20 per-
cent ..nd fUlperc~t1t fut· th~ top 1 pl'lrl'.>ltlt_
ACCQrdil1~N a media rel(~",-"IOfl.-omthe EQualiw St,~te

Pol.1cy Center, \\'yomitlg'l': lack of a ~t9te ltwome tax <.\O!l-
tribmes sigl1ific,mtly to the re~ressive nahu'e of ,he
state's (ax system sincc ~ru.es trur talWI': it lru'gCl' portion
of tot"1 in(~l.Jml;! trl.Jm t.1·I(I!;1l':l;!~_1"11In::; thl1 li:!(I~t.
Cm-l"C.ntly. W,}-'olllil1gderives a l.."1rgeperccmtagc oI its

revenue ti-lJl"TI l:IeVBn:ll"l(:e t;:lXeti '-elaf.ed to tJle BxtradivBI:I
lndllstl'Y. Ac("'ol'dlng to figm'Os compiled by the Wyoming
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