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How Long Has It Been Since Your State
Raised Its Gas Tax?

Many state governments are struggling to repair and expand their transportation infrastructure because they are attempting to cover

the rising cost of asphalt, machinery, and other construction materials with fixed-rate gasoline taxes that are rarely increased.

The chart accompanying this brief shows (as of January 1,2017) the number of years that have elapsed since each state’s gas tax was

last increased.!

Among the findings of this analysis:
+  Twenty-two states have waited a decade or more since last increasing their gas tax rates.
+  Sixteen states have gone two decades or more without a gas tax increase.

+  Five states have not implemented an increase in their gas tax rates since the 1980s or earlier: Alaska, Oklahoma, Mississippi,
South Carolina, and Tennessee.
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Source: Institute on Taxation and Economic Policy (ITEP)

" These figures are based on the date that each gasoline tax increase took eftect, as opposed to the date on which it was signed into law.
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*These states have experienced gas tax rate cuts since their last increases were enacted. This typically occurs when the tax rate is tied to fluctuations in the price of fuel.
** Hawaii, lllinois, Indiana, and Michigan apply their general sales taxes to gasoline and thus see ongoing changes in their overall gas tax rates based on changes in the price of
gas. This chart excludes these price-based fluctuations and instead looks only at these states' excise taxes on gasoline.
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